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HB 2524 - SB 2866 

 

SUMMARY OF BILL:    Eliminates the criminal offenses of: (1) possession of a firearm 

or club with intent to go armed; (2) possession of a deadly weapon other than a firearm with the 

intent to employ it during the commission of a dangerous offense; (3) possession of any deadly 

weapon with the intent to employ it during the commission of any offense other than a 

dangerous offense; and (4) possession of a weapon with intent to go armed in a park, 

playground, civic center, or other recreational building.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

 Decrease Local Expenditures – $2,017,700/FY22-23 and Subsequent Years      

 

 Assumptions: 

 

Possession of a firearm or club with intent to go armed 

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1307(a), it is a Class C misdemeanor offense to 

carry, with the intent to go armed, a firearm or a club, punishable with possible 

imprisonment and/or by a fine not to exceed $500. A second or subsequent violation is a 

Class B misdemeanor. The penalty is enhanced to a Class A misdemeanor if the person's 

carrying of a handgun occurred at a place open to the public where one or more persons 

were present. 

• Based on information provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), in 

each of the last 5 years, the average number of convictions of possession of a firearm or 

club with intent to go armed were as follows: 

o 61.2 Class C misdemeanor convictions;  

o 3.6 Class B misdemeanor convictions; and  

o 220.4 Class A misdemeanor convictions. 

• This analysis assumes that only 10 percent of misdemeanor convictions are at the state 

court level. As a result, the estimated number of convictions per year for such 

misdemeanors is as follows: 

o 612 convictions (61.2 / 10.0%) per year for such Class C misdemeanors;  

o 36 convictions (3.6 / 10.0%) per year for such Class B misdemeanors; and  

o 2,204 convictions (220.4 / 10.0%) per year for such Class A misdemeanors.  

• It is assumed that, on average, a person convicted of a Class C misdemeanor will spend 

zero days in a local jail, a Class B misdemeanor will spend a total of one day in a local 

jail, and a person convicted of a Class A misdemeanor will spend a total of 15 days in a 

local jail. 
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• Based on cost estimates provided by local government entities throughout the state and 

reported bed capacity within such facilities, the weighted average cost per day to house 

an inmate in a local jail facility is $60.69. 

• The recurring decrease in expenditures to local governments associated with Class B 

misdemeanors is estimated to be $2,185 (36 convictions x $60.69 x 1) in FY22-23 and 

subsequent years. 

• The recurring decrease in expenditures to local governments associated with Class A 

misdemeanors is estimated to be $2,006,411 (2,204 convictions x $60.69 x 15) in FY22-

23 and subsequent years. 

 

Possession of a deadly weapon other than a firearm with the intent to employ it during 

the commission of a dangerous offense 

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1307(d)(1), it is a Class E felony offense for a 

person to commit an offense who possesses a deadly weapon other than a firearm with 

the intent to employ it during the commission of, attempt to commit, or escape from a 

dangerous offense as defined in Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1324.  If the deadly weapon is 

a switchblade knife, there is a maximum fine of $6,000.  

• Based on information provided by the Department of Correction (DOC), there have been 

zero admissions in the last 10 years for the Class E felony offense of possession of a 

deadly weapon other than a firearm with the intent to employ it during the commission 

of a dangerous offense.  

• There will not be a sufficient change in the number of prosecutions for state or local 

government to experience any significant change in revenue or expenditures. 

 

Possession of any deadly weapon with the intent to employ it during the commission of a 

dangerous offense 

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1307(d)(2), it is a Class E felony offense for a 

person to commit an offense who possesses any deadly weapon with the intent to 

employ it during the commission of, attempt to commit, or escape from any offense not 

defined as a dangerous offense by Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1324. If the deadly weapon 

is a switchblade knife, there is a maximum fine of $6,000.  

• Based on information provided by the DOC, there have been zero admissions in the last 

10 years for the Class E felony offense of possession of any deadly weapon with the 

intent to employ it during the commission of a dangerous offense. 

• There will not be a sufficient change in the number of prosecutions for state or local 

government to experience any significant change in revenue or expenditures. 

 

Possession of a weapon with intent to go armed in a park, playground, civic center, or 

other recreational building 

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1311, it is a Class A misdemeanor for a person to 

possess or carry, with the intent to go armed, any weapon prohibited by Tenn. Code 

Ann. § 39-17-1302(a), not used solely for instructional, display or sanctioned ceremonial 

purposes, in or on the grounds of any public park, playground, civic center or other 

building facility, area or property owned, used or operated by any municipal, county or 

state government, or instrumentality thereof, for recreational purposes. 
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• Based on information provided by AOC, there has been an average of one Class A 

misdemeanor conviction of possession of a weapon with intent to go armed in a park, 

playground, civic center, or other recreational building in each of the last 5 years.  

• This analysis assumes that only 10 percent of misdemeanor convictions are at the state 

court level. As a result, it is estimated that there are 10 convictions (1 / 10.0%) per year 

for such Class A misdemeanors.  

• It is assumed that an individual convicted of a Class A misdemeanor offense will spend 

an average of 15 days in a local jail. 

• Based on cost estimates provided by local government entities throughout the state and 

reported bed capacity within such facilities, the weighted average cost per day to house 

an inmate in a local jail facility is $60.69. 

• The recurring decrease in expenditures to local governments is estimated to be $9,104 

(10 convictions x $60.69 x 15) in FY22-23 and subsequent years. 

 

Total Impact  

• The total recurring decrease in expenditures to local governments is estimated to be 

$2,017,700 ($2,185 + $2,006,411 + $9,104) in FY22-23 and subsequent years.  

• Based on the Fiscal Review Committee’s 2008 study and the Administrative Office of 

the Courts’ 2012 study on collection of court costs, fees, and fines, collection in criminal 

cases is insignificant. The proposed legislation will not significantly change state or 

local revenue. 
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 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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